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Now it is already clear that the development of the current (23rd) solar cycle is  
rather unusual when correlated with that for the last two cycles, although in some 
respects it reminds of solar cycle 20. It is also highly probable that now we are 
already in the midst of the maximum phase of the current cycle. In the paper we 
consider the behaviour of the galactic cosmic rays (the neutron monitor and 
balloon data) in 1996-2001 in order to study the phenomena which were 
characteristic for the maximum phase of the previous four solar cycles. The solar 
and heliospheric characteristics as well as solar particle enhancements and electron 
precipitation events are also discussed. 


